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More generally, the property was rearranged to
leave space for a stunning garden.

In 1856, a greenhouse was built with several
compartments, extending out from the main
wing, replacing various outbuildings. This
greenhouse, made of iron and glass, was very
innovative, because this type of structure didn’t
become common until the second half of the
19%-century. Extending out from the building,
accessible from the main floor, it was mostly
for show. But that wasn’t the only purpose
of this impressive greenhouse measuring
about 30 metres long. Indeed, it had several
compartments: probably a cold greenhouse,
a hothouse and a temperate greenhouse for
orchids, palm trees, ferns, banana trees, aroids
and other species from very hot zones, as well as
an aquarium containing various types of water
lilies and lotuses.

Another greenhouse was built in the north part
of the estate. Of this greenhouse, which was
optimally oriented, all that remains are its walls
and foundations, now inside the grounds of the
Théodore Deck high school.

During Henry Schlumberger’s time, the park
still featured a large orchard at the back of
the property. In 1858, an excursion of German
pomologists counted 1,000 fruit trees, pruned
in almost identical fashion.

In the landscape garden, there is a large
collection of exotic conifers, the oldest specimen
of which was planted in the 1830s by Daniel
Schlumberger. Henry Schlumberger added many
trees to this collection, including giant sequoias.

A barrier of shrubs and trees was planted all
around the estate, shielding it from the city and
from the de Bary and Griin factories.

Henry Schlumberger also reorganised the area
where the Alpine chalet is currently located. In
1868, he undertook construction of an apartment
building called Maison Welty, as well as an
Alpine-style chalet serving as a folly, making the
English garden of Neuenbourg Castle seem even
more charming.

During his time at Neuenbourg Castle, as a
testament to his interest in plants, Henry
Schlumberger compiled a large herbarium with
70 sets, through exchanges and purchases and
during his travels.

12. Detail of a painting representing Guebwiller

Painting, Niederhausern-Koechlin, 1867, reproduced on the cover of the
“Bulletin de la Société Industrielle de Mulhouse n°4” periodical in 1982

13. Welty House and the chalet in the park of Neuenbourg
Drawing, Rheinhardt Kunz, 1879, collection of Francis Gueth

14. Gr h at bourg Castle
Photograph, circa 1900, City of Guebwiller / The Théodore Deck and
Florival Local Museum

UPDATED BY LEON SCHLUMBERGER

When his aunt Emma died, Léon Schlumberger,
Henry’s nephew, bought the former castle of the
abbot-princes. He altered the castle’s facade,
demolished the greenhouse and added the
walkway and terrace from 1900 to 1910. During
the same period, the vestibule was added in
grey sandstone, and a wrought-iron railing was
added to the roof terrace over the horseshoe
staircase. The vestibule was decorated with
pilasters featuring Corinthian capitals and
with balustrades along the roof terrace. Léon
Schlumberger thus incorporated the building’s
design aesthetics into his changes. The only
slight inconsistency was the use of a different
colour of sandstone: grey. A press article about
the opening of the teacher-training college dates
its construction to 1905. This date is confirmed
by the observation of the assembly techniques
used to make the guardrail and the cast-iron
door canopy made by the blacksmith Félix
Schmitt of Guebwiller. In front of this vestibule,
a beautiful carpet bed (a plant bed designed to
create a tapestry effect) was planted.

Léon Schlumberger made significant changes
to the castle’s interior design. The enamelled
windows in the great corridor date back to this
period. Another set separated the fireplace
hall from the adjacent parlour, decorated with
painted patterns representing, in each panel,
flowers, insects, birds and leaves from different
trees.

The woodwork, including the eclectic wood
fireplace, is from this phase of work as well. The
large wood fireplace is decorated with a lion’s
head and a medallion containing two coats of
arms symbolising the Schlumberger and de
Witt families, in honour of Léon Schlumberger
and Jeanne de Witt, married in 1879. In the
same room, two wooden credenzas are built
into the wall’s woodwork. The great staircase of
the reception hall also dates from this period. It
features a lion at the base of the handrail. The
Schlumberger family symbol, introduced into the
decor by Henry Schlumberger, is showcased here
once more.

The park was left mostly the same as it was
during Henry Schlumberger’s time. However,
Léon Schlumberger did add a rose garden, install
a gazebo and enlarge the collection of trees
with new exotic species, such as the ponderosa
pine, which is now the only one of its kind in
eastern France. Like previous owners, Léon
Schlumberger transformed the area of the Alpine
chalet, demolishing Welty House.

15. Carpet bedding in front of the entrance of Neuenbourg Castle
Photograph, collection of Franck Munsch

16. Windows in the fireplace hall before conversion into the
teacher-training college
Photograph, collection of Francis Gueth
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The castle housed the teacher-training college
from 1950 to 1990, when it became the University
Teacher-Training Institute. After a period of
restructuring of the premises, the site housed
a training centre for bilingual teachers starting
in 2001. It remained there until 2010. The
site closed in 2011, and the university left the
premises permanently.

The estate as a whole underwent changes while
it served as a teacher-training college.

Initially, the front courtyard was left intact, and
some former students remember the plants
that still grew there, such as rhododendrons
and banana trees. But in the late 1970s, the
front courtyard of the castle was turned into
a car park. The chalet, built in 1868 by Henry
Schlumberger, was converted into lodgings for
the bursar. A gymnasium was built in 1956 in
the southwest part of the park. It is still used
to this day. A building containing rooms for
physics/chemistry, natural sciences, geography
and art, as well as a garage and gardeners’
facilities, replaced a series of buildings in poor
condition around 1990. Finally, a school cafeteria
was built for the Théodore-Deck high school in
2007 against the west enclosure wall, where the
vegetable gardens used to be.

The plants in the Neuenbourg park mostly
survived the various changes. Of course, a few
fine trees had to be cut down. That was the case
for a large spruce that was in the courtyard,
as well as for an Atlas cedar that was past the
chalet in the direction of the rear of the park,
and a northern red oak, which was attacked
by a fungus. Several trees are now certified

Véréna Schlumberger, Léon Schlumberger’s
daughter, and her husband, Baron Edouard de
Turckheim, inherited the castle on 1 July 1929,
as recorded by a notary named Reed.

During the Second World War, Edouard de
Turckheim, considered an enemy of the
Germans, took refuge in Nimes. While the family
was gone, the buildings were taken over and
used by the Nazi army. Starting in the summer
of 1942, the castle housed the collection of the
Florival Museum. Several photos in the municipal
archives of Guebwiller show the windows in
the great fireplace hall, the corridor and the
last room of the east wing. At the end of 1943,
Neuenbourg Castle was chosen by the German
occupiers to house an SS school, overseen by
Karl Mutschler.

Neuenbourg Castle was presented in several
articles as being one of the “most modern
teacher-training colleges in France”.

Due to the Concordat of 1801, religion had to be
taught in schools. The teacher-training college
therefore put a chapel in the former kitchen,
with vaulted ceilings. Léon Zack (1892-1980)
was commissioned to design abstract stained-
glass windows. A confessional and an altar
completed the chapel’s design. Mass was held
every morning from 7 to 7:30. The future teachers
could choose to study instead of attending mass.
Starting in 1951, the main floor on the west side
of the main building was used for two dining
rooms and the kitchen, which were replaced
with an auditorium in 1998. On the other side,
administrative offices and the music room
were set up in the monumental fireplace hall. A
&%ﬁ Pleyel baby grand piano, dating from 1921, now

restored, could be found in this room.
NG = 2

The upper floors were reserved for the
dormitories and three bathrooms for the
In 1950, Véréna Schlumberger and Edouard boarders. These rooms were then modified
de Turckheim sold the property to the County gradually as the boarding facilities were
Council of Haut-Rhin, which established a eliminated.
teacher-training college for women (Catholic).
The future primary school teachers would spend
four years at the teacher-training college, three
of which were dedicated to preparing for the
baccalaureate.
The first class started in October 1951. The
buildings were renovated to accommodate the
boarding facilities and the classrooms, with
installation of piping, indoor plumbing and
electricity and renovation of the facade, etc.

17. History museum in the great corridor of Neuenbourg Castle
Photograph by Marcel Weniger, 1942-43, Municipal Archives of
Guebwiller, 19Fi16

18. Break room of the teacher-training college
Photograph, 1954, collection of Bernadette Zinderstein

19. Giant sequoia of the Neuenbourg park

as “remarkable trees”: the bald cypress, the
ponderosa pine, the giant sequoias, the West
Himalayan spruce, the black pine and four blue
Atlas cedars.
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Under a long-term lease, Haut-Rhin County
has leased the building to the association of
municipalities of the Guebwiller region, in order
to make it into a cultural and tourism centre.
After undergoing nine months of refurbishments,
the building now houses the Architecture
and Heritage Interpretation Centre (CIAP), a
documentation centre, the Region of Art and
History Department and the European Centre
for Ceramic Art (IEAC), since September 2019.
The inauguration took place on 21 September
2019, opening up the site for the first time to the
residents of the local area. The Intermunicipal
Tourist Office joined the building in 2020, and
a huge venue for temporary exhibitions brings
new vitality to the site. This space, designed to
explore heritage, ceramics and tourism, is now
open to all.



NN
NI
%/ WIENS“

7
§\\§_

W JICX

W I [

Jean Schlumberger, Eveils, 1950.

The designation “Cities and
Regions of Art and History” is
granted by the French Ministry of
Culture after consultation with

the National Council for Cities

and Regions of Art and History.
This designation is awarded to
local areas, municipalities and
associations of municipalities
which, understanding the
challenges involved in getting
local residents to appropriate their
architecture and heritage, commit
to an active process of knowledge
acquisition, preservation,
mediation and support for
creation, architectural quality and
living conditions.
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The Heritage Events
Department, managed by

the Architecture and Heritage
Events Planner, organises a wide
range of initiatives to present

the architectural and heritage
treasures of the region to its
residents, young and old alike,
and to its visitors, with the help of
professional tour guides.

Nearby

Val d’Argent and Mulhouse have
the designation “Cities and
Regions of Art and History”.
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For more information:
Cultural and Tourism Centre of
Neuenbourg

3rue du 4 Février,

68500 Guebwiller

Tel.: +33 (0)3 89 62 56 22
patrimoine@cc-guebwiller.fr
www.cc-guebwiller.fr

Opening times of the CIAP
From February to May and from
October to December:

from Wednesday to Sunday

10 am - 12:30 pm and 1:30 pm -
5:30 pm

From June to September:

from Wednesday to Sunday

10 am-6:30 pm

The CIAP is closed from Christmas
until the winter school holidays

in February, except for groups by
appointment only.
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Le Chateau de
la Neuenbourg



