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BUCHENECK

Cited as the property of the bishop of
Strasbourg in literature dating back to 1251,
Bucheneck served as a residence for bailiffs:
officers charged by the diocese with the
administration of the district. Occupied by
industrialists after the Revolution, the castle
was bought back by the town in 1990 and has
since been undergoing restoration. Today it
houses the Bucheneck museum, the collec-
tions of which illustrate the history of Soultz
and the history of distinguished families that
lived there.

MURBACH ABBEY

Founded in 728, Murbach abbey obtained
numerous privileges over the centuries that
allowed it to develop in Alsace and even
beyond. The roman abbey-church, of which
only the apse and the transept remain, was
built in the 12th century with Lombard- and
Byzantine-influenced decor. At the start
of the 18th century, the monks started to
reconstruct the church. Since they did not
have sufficient funds, the monks asked for
the abbey to be transferred to Guebwiller.
They obtained the requested secularisation
in 1764 and the remains of the abbey-church
were transformed into a parish church.

DOMINICANS
The Dominican order settled in Guebwiller
in 1294. The church was built between 1312

and 1339, and respects the typical
architecture of the mendicant orders:
austerity, absence of steeple and the
organisation of spaces to accommodate
crowds. Thus, the nave resembles a
large covered hall. It is decorated with
impressive murals dating back to the 14th
and 18th centuries. In 1791, the order was
abolished. The buildings were declared
national property and sold for use as factory
warehouses, hospitals, dye-works and
market halls. The former convent today
houses a musicalinstitution: the Dominicans
of Haute-Alsace.

RENAISSANCE HOUSES

The town of Soultz has retained the urban
fabric of the Renaissance in its center, with
the exception of Republique square, which
was renovated in the 19t century. Most of
the houses were built in the 16th and 17th
centuries between the Peasants’ Revolt and
the Thirty-year War. They are endowed with
architectural elements such as spiral
staircases and oriel windows, which
highlight the wealth enjoyed by the city
thanks to viticulture. The wine-growers’
houses are generally set around an internal
courtyard, with outbuildings and cellars that
are usually accessed through fully curved
porches, typical of the period.

15. Wine-grower’s house in the center of Soultz.

16. The single-storey workshop of the former Gast
pinning mill was b a listed tin 2005.

17. The collegiate of Saints Michel & Gangolphe in
Lautenbach before its restoration in 1862.

Lithograph, National University Library of Strasbourg
(Bibliotheque Nationale Universitaire de Strasbourg)

GUEBWILLER TOWN HALL

An engraved inscription on the oriel window
states that it was built in 1514 by Marquart
Hesser, a drapery merchant. When he died,
his heirs sold the building to the parish of
Murbach, who turned it into a communal
hall, ending its role as a private home. The
five-sided oriel, the mullions, the door and
the different curvilinear moldings imitating
tree branches give Guebwiller town hall the
recognizable hallmarks of a florid gothic
style.

SHRINE OF THIERENBACH

This shrine to the Miraculous Virgin, situated
above Jungholtz, has existed at least since
the 12th century and was the origin for the
Benedictine priory-church, which came
under the control of Cluny abbey. The
current church dates back to 1723. The
external architectureis devoid of decoration;
in contrast, numerous decorative elements
can be seen on the interior walls.

THE CHURCH OF NOTRE-DAME OF
GUEBWILLER AND CANONICAL DISTRICT
The church of Notre-Dame was erected
in the lower town from 1764 to 1785 after
secularisation and the transfer of the parish
from Murbach to Guebwiller.

The development of the plans for the
building was entrusted to the architect
Beuque of Besancon, but most of the large-

scale work and neo-classical decorative
elements were carried out by Gabriel Ignace
Ritter.

Around the square, the canonical quarter
features five houses built for the canons and
the abbey castle, whichhasbeenhometothe
Cultural and Tourism Centre of Neuenbourg
since September 2019. Inside, you’ll find the
Region of Art and History Department of the
Guebwiller region and its Architecture and
Heritage Interpretation Centre (CIAP), the
Guebwiller Tourist Office and the European
Centre for Ceramic Art (IEAC).

THE GAST SPINNING MILL IN ISSENHEIM
Dating from 1851, this building, which
originally housed the Edouard Gast spinning
mill, features architecture unusual for Alsace.
Its «neo-Tudor» style was in fact influenced
by industrial architecture in England. The front
facade, made of cut stone, is reminiscent of
medieval castles due to its crenellated towers
and gothic-arched bay windows. The building
contains a vast non-partitioned interior space
covered with shallow arcades supported on
cast iron columns. The mill became a listed
monument in 2005.
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HARTMANNSWILLERKOPF

Following a bad translation by French Ww1
infantrymen of the name of Hartmannsweiller
village, the term «Vieil Armand « (Old Armand)
was born (weiler becoming «vieil» and
Hartmann, « Armand »). Hartmannswillerkopf
was one of the bloodiest battlefields of the
Alsace front during 1915 and 1916; the bodies
of 12,000 unidentified soldiers were brought
together in the crypt of Silberloch, a national
monument built in 1923.

THE SCHLUMBERGER FACTORY AND
WORKERS’ DISTRICT

In 1810, Nicolas Schlumberger purchased
an old windmill and undertook the
construction of a spinning mill. Numerous
buildings were added throughout the 19th
century. Schlumberger’s «Louvre» building,
made from reinforced concrete, dates back
to 1920. Other older buildings that escaped
destruction in the world wars have been
preserved.

Workers’ houses were built in the streets
close to the various textile mills (in particular
under the initiative of the industrial

philanthropist Jean-Jacques Bourcart.)
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18. Vieil Armand
Photography, Gilbert Wagner

19. The Notre-Dame church and a canonical house
that today houses the Florival Museum.

20. Bucheneck and its fortifications in a meander
of the Rimbach valley.

21. The florid gothic oriel windows of Guebwiller’s town hall.

22, The nave of the former convent is today used as a concert hallin the

poly-musical center of the Haute-Alsace inican:
Photography, Jean-Marie Nick

23. The bulb-shaped bell tower of the Notre-Dame basilica in Thierenbach
was added in 1932.

24, The facade of the Notre-Dame church and itz allogorical statues.
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LANDSCAPE SHAPED BY HISTORY
1- Guebwiller Vineyards

2- Marcaireries (20th C)

3- Vieil-Armand (20th C)

4- Soultzmatt vineyards

5- Bollenberg

6- Grand Ballon

CIVIC ARCHITECTURE

1- Tithe cellar (13t C)

2- Hartmannswiller castle (14th C)
3- Neuenbourg castle (18th-19th)

4- Waldner de Freundstein castle (16t C)
5- Vineyards houses (16t C)

6- Provost-marshal’s house (16th C)
7- Tithe house (16t C)

8- Guebwiller town hall (16th C)

9- Soultzmatt town hall (20th C)

10- Vineyards houses (16t C)

11- “Modern-style” houses (20th C)
12-Villas of industrialists (19t C)
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1- Windmill vivarium (18t C)

2- Ollwiller castle (18t C) and its tilery (19th C)
3- Industrial Latscha villa and its park (19th C)

4- Gast textile mill (19th C)
5- Marin-Astruc factory (19th C)
6- Bottling factory (19t C)

7- Schlumberger factories as surrounding

workers accommodation (19t & 20th C)
8- Schliff steam engine (20th C)
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RELIGIOUS HERITAGE OF THE

ROMAN ROUTE

1- Lautenbach Collegiate and conventual
buildings (12th C)

2- Murbach Abbey-Church (12th C)

3- Saint-Léger Church (12t C)

4- Schwartzenthann convent ruins (12th C)

RELIGIOUS HERITAGE

1- Saint-Maurice gothic church and Silbermann
organ (13t C)

2- Dominican convent (14t C)

3- Buhl altar piece (15t C)

4- Antonin convent (15t C)

5- Saint-Jean Order commanderies,

now the Nef des Jouets museum (16t C)
6- Notre-Dame de Lorette chapel (17th C)
7- Notre-Dame du Saering chapel (17t C)
8- Jewish Cemetery (17t C)

9- Notre-Dame de Thierenbach baroque
church (18t C)

10- Notre-Dame de Guebwiller church
and canons’ houses (18th C)

11- Raedersheim Callinet organ (19t C)
12- Issenheim Callinet organ (19th C)

13- Oelberg Way of the Cross (19t C)

14- Orschwihr Stiehr-Mockers organ (19th C)
15- Saint-Paul-et-Pierre Church (12t C)
16- Saint-Sébastien Church (12t C)

MEDIEVAL FORTIFICATIONS

1- Hohrupf castle ruins (12th C)

2- Stettenberg castle ruins (13t C)
3- Hugstein castle ruins (13t C)

4- Burgstall (13t C)

5- Bucheneck castle (13t C)

6- Defensive wall (13th C)

7- Freundstein castle ruins (13th C)
8- Witches tower (14th C)

9- Fortified cemetery (16th C)

10- Wagenbourg castle (13th C)

PARKS AND GARDENS
1- Neuenbourg Park (18th-19t C)
2- Marseillaise Park (19th C)
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Flurandus, 11t century monk

The designation “Cities The Heritage Events For more information:

and Regions of Art and Department, managed Cultural and Tourism Centre

History” is granted by by the Architecture and of Neuenbourg
the French Ministry of Heritage Events Planner, 3ruedu 4 Février,
Culture after consultation organises a wide range of 68500 Guebwiller
with the National Council initiatives to present the Tel.: +33 (0)3 89 62 56 22
for Cities and Regions architectural and heritage patrimoine@cc-guebwiller.fr
of Art and History. This treasures of the region to www.cc-guebwiller.fr
designation is awarded to its residents, young and old
local areas, municipalities alike, and to its visitors, with . X

Le Chateau
and associations of the help of professional tour f &= delaNeuenbourg
municipalities which, guides.

understanding the

challenges involved in Nearby

getting local residents Val d’Argent and Mulhouse
to appropriate their have the designation “Cities
architecture and heritage, and Regions of Art and
commit to an active process History”.

of knowledge acquisition,
preservation, mediation
and support for creation,
architectural quality and
living conditions.
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